Hedging in L1 and L2 student writing: A case in Turkey
ABSTRACT
This paper investigates the ways university students use hedging as a metadiscoursal strategy to develop their argument in academic essays in Turkish and English. In Turkish traditional writing practices, the writer does not reveal her/his position until the very end of her/his essay. Hence, s/he positions her/himself away from the text until the end of the essay. However, in English academic writing tradition the writer should position her/himself for or against an idea from the beginning and develop her/his argument in a linear order from the beginning of her/his essay. Hedging is used in both contexts either to reveal or conceal writer’s presence in the essay. The present study is carried out at a Turkish university where the medium of instruction is English. The data comprises freshman year undergraduate students’ written essays both in Turkish and English. The students study in the Department of Foreign Language Education. Data is collected over a period of one semester during the lab sessions of the Academic Writing Course offered three hours a week in the department. The results of the study are discussed in relation to the findings of the studies carried out on hedging in academic writing in both Turkish and English (Can, 2006; Doyuran, 2009; Fidan, 2002; Hinkel, 1997, 2005, 2009). Finally, practical ideas are given to improve students' and teachers’ awareness and understanding of the similarities and differences in the use of hedging in academic writing in Turkish and English in the light of the results of the data analysis.
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